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IN THE CLAIMS: j 

Please cancel claims 2-4 in their entirety without prejudice nor disclaimer of the 

i 

subject matter set forth therein. 

Please amend claims 1, 5, 6 and 7 as follows. 

1 . (Currently Amended) An exhaust-gas cleaning device for an engine, said 
exhaust-gas cleaning device comprising: 

an HC-adsoibing catalytic converter disposed in an exhaust passage, the HC- 

adsorbing catalytic converter including: ; 

i 

an HO adsorbing material which adsorbs HC contained in exhftast gas and 

I 

releases adsorbed HC as temperature increases; 

an oxygen storage material which occludes oxygen when the concentration of 
oxygen in the exhaust gas is high and releases occluded oxygen as the oxygen concentration 
drops; and 1 . 

an oxidizing catalytic metal which oxidizes HC released from tHe HC- 
adsorbing material; and 

an oxygen concentration controller which controls the oxygen concentration in 
the exhaust gas on the upstream side of the HC-adsorbing catalytic converter \A such a 
manner that oxygen is released from the oxygen storage material when the engine is in an 
operating condition in which HC is released from the HC-adsorbing material^ <aid oxygen 
concentration controller including an air-fuel ratio controller for controlling av erage air-fuel 
ratio in q combustion chamber pf fllS ensfre» 

wherein t he air-fuel ratio controller controls the engine in such[ a manner that a 
value corresponding to the ratio between the oxygen concentration and the cofcacentration of a 
reducing agent contained in the exhaust gas flowing into the HC-adsorbing cat alytic 
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converter becomes appropriate for creating an exhaust gas atmosphere which 



burning a mixture at an average air-fa el ratio between 13.5 and 14.5 in the co bustion 



chamber so that oxygen is released from the oxyg en storage material when th engine is in 



the operating condition in which H C is released from the HC-adsorbing matei i d 



controller cc trols 



t 



beco i Ling 



: accordi i g 



oper i ion 



2.-4. (Canceled) 

5. (Currently Amended) The exhaust-gas cleaning device accord 
of claims 1 through 1 claim L wherein the oxygen concentration 
engine in such a manner that the oxygen concentration in the exhaust gas on 
side of the HC-adsorbing catalytic converter matches a set value without 
alternately higher and lower than the set value. 

6. (Currently Amended) The exhaust-gas cleaning device 
e tairn 4 wherein the air-fuel ratio controller performs feedback control 
making the average air-fuel ratio in the combustion chamber alternately highejfmd 
than a set air-fuel ratio based on the oxygen concentration in the exhaust gas 
side of the HC-adsorbing catalytic converter, and wherein feedback control 
ratio control operation performed by the air-fuel ratio controller is set to a 
the engine is in the operating condition in which HC is released from the HC 
material than when the engine is in an operating condition in which releasing 
HC-adsorbing material has finished. 

7. (Currently Amended) The exhaust-gas cleaning device 
e f - olaims 1 through 4 claim 1, wherein the HC-adsorbing material is disposed 
the HC-adsorbing catalytic converter and an oxidizing catalyst layer is formed 
of the HC-adsoibing material. 

8. (Original) he exhaust-gas cleaning device according to 



i smz 



\ accordi; \ 
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clai . 7, wherein 
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the oxygen storage material is contained in the oxidizing catalyst layer. 

9, (Original) An exhaust-gas cleaning device for an engine, sA id exhaust-gas 
cleaning device comprising: | 

an HC-adsorbing catalytic converter disposed in an exhaust pass age, the HC- 
adsorbing catalytic converter including: 

an HC-adsoibing material which adsorbs HC contained in exhai st gas and 
releases adsorbed HC as temperature increases; 

t 

an oxygen storage material which occludes oxygen when the concentration of 
oxygen in the exhaust gas is high and releases occluded oxygen as the oxygen c oncentration 
drops; and 1 

an oxidizing catalytic metal which oxidizes HC released from tb> t HC- 
adsorbing material; and 

an oxygen concentration controller which controls the oxygen concentration in 
the exhaust gas on the upstream side of the HC-adsorbing catalytic converter in such a 
manner that oxygen is released from the oxygen storage material when the engb te is in an 
operating condition in which HC is released from the HC-adsorbing material, ar d the oxygen 
concentration controller including: 

an air-fuel ratio controller for controlling average air-fuel ratio w ,a 
combustion chamber of the engine, wherein the air-fuel ratio controller controls the engine in 
such a manner that a value corresponding to the ratio between the oxygen conc4 itration and 
the concentration of a reducing agent contained in the exhaust gas flowing into t xe HC- 
adsorbing catalytic converter becomes appropriate for creating an exhaust gas at no sphere 
which is obtained by burning a mixture at an average air-fuel ratio of 14.7 or lea: • in the 
combustion chamber so that oxygen is released from the oxygen storage materia when the 

i 

too i 
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engine is in the operating condition in which HC is released from the HC-adsc rbing material 
and j 

the air-fuel ratio controller performs feedback control operatior for making the 
average air-fuel ratio in the combustion chamber alternately higher and lower! han a set air- 
fuel ratio based on the oxygen concentration in the exhaust gas on the upstrear i side of the 
HC-adsorbing catalytic converter, and wherein feedback control gain for air-fi el ratio control 
operation performed by the air-fuel ratio controller is set to a small value wher the engine is 
in the operating condition in which HC is released fiom the HC-adsorbing mat rial than when 
the engine is in an operating condition in which releasing of HC fiom the HG'i dsorbing 
material has finished. 

10. (Original) An exhaust-gas cleaning device for an engine, sa ,d exhaust-gas 
cleaning device comprising; 

HC-adsorbing catalytic converting means disposed in an exhaus : passage, the 
HC-adsorbing catalytic converting means including: 

an HC-adsorbing material which adsorbs HC contained in exhai st gas and 
releases adsorbed HC as temperature increases; 

an oxygen storage material which occludes oxygen when the ecu icentration of 
oxygen in the exhaust gas is high and releases occluded oxygen as the oxygen < oncentration 
drops; and 

an oxidizing catalytic metal which oxidizes HC released from tli 5 HC- 
adsorbing material; and 

an oxygen concentration controlling means for controlling the c; ygen 
concentration in the exhaust gas on the upstream side of the HC-adsorbing cata! ytic converter 
in such a manner that oxygen is released from the oxygen storage material when : the engine is 
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in an operating condition in which HC is released from the HC-adsorbing matt rial and the 
oxygen concentration controlling means controls the engine in such a manner I iat the oxygen 
concentration in the exhaust gas on the upstream side of the HC-adsorbing cai lytic 
converting means becomes equal to or less than 0.3% when the engine is in the operating 
condition in which HC is released from the HC-adsorbing material. 
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